Moving into a home with a private well can be
intimidating, but with knowledge you can relax and be
confident in your new home purchase.

The standard potability testing provided by the
Ontario Government is important to determine if your
well contains certain bacteria and should be conducted
regularly. However, a negative result is not necessarily
an indication of quality drinking water. Contaminants
such as nitrates, nitrites, sodium, lead, and ammonia,
to name a few, along with other types of bacteria can
be present but not detectable by sight, smell, or taste.

If these and other organic and inorganic materials
are present you are not restricted to drinking bottled
water. Proper treatment will provide safe, superior
drinking water without the expense and inconvenience
of bottles. Plus, you are in control of your drinking
water quality.

The Ontario Ministry of the Environment recently made
public warnings regarding a company offering door-to-
door water testing indicating alarming, although false,
results to sell their expensive treatment equipment.
Giving in to these tactics can cost you thousands of
dollars simply to meet someone's sales quotas.

While free, on-site tests offered by water treatment
companies can provide basic information, it's not
always sufficient to effectively recommend the
required treatment. If their equipment fails to properly
treat your water, changing water tables are often
blamed. Other equipment is then suggested leading to
additional expense.

Before purchasing treatment systems, acomprehensive
lab analysis will provide the necessary information to
determine if any treatment is required or if a certified
well technician should be consulted. Changes to your
well water can occur, but are normally due to surface
water infiltration or drilling adjacent to your property.

Possible causes of well contamination include a
deteriorating casing, old seals or backflow due to high
runoff (in a shallow well).

Take the time to learn about your well water, and don't
give in to the propaganda that quality drinking water
only comes from a bottle. Clean, clear, fresh-tasting
water can come from your very own well!
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